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Colonel Benjamin P. Donham was born in Redwood 
City, California and enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps Reserves in 1997.  He transitioned 
into the California Army National Guard as a 
Special Forces Soldier in 2007, and later 
commissioned in the Army Medical Corps in 2014.  
Prior to entering service in the Medical Corps, COL 
Donham served as a staff attending Emergency 
Physician at several high volume/acuity civilian 
institutions.  
 
Upon entry into the Medical Corps, his first 
assignment was to Carl R. Darnall Army Medical 
Center (CRDAMC) where he served as key faculty 
in the Emergency Medicine Residency Program for 
6 years.  While assigned to CRDAMC, he held key 
leadership positions including serving as Research 
Director, Associate Residency Program Director, and finally as Deputy Department 
Chief.  Operationally, COL Donham has served as an Emergency Physician and Team 
Leader with a Medical Special Missions Unit deploying 6 times, in support of overseas 
combat operations.  Additional assignments include Commander of the 261st 
Multifunctional Medical Battalion and Command Surgeon for XVIII Airborne Corps. 
 
Colonel Donham earned his Bachelor of Science in Anthropology and Doctor of 
Medicine from Emory University. He completed his residency training in Emergency 
Medicine at the University of Cincinnati and an Army War College Fellowship at Harvard 
University. He is board certified by the American Board of Emergency Medicine in 
addition to being a Fellow of both the American Academy of Emergency Medicine and 
the American College of Healthcare Executives. Additionally, he is an Associate 
Professor of Military and Emergency Medicine at the Uniformed Services University. 
 
Colonel Donham is married to Kelly Donham, Ph.D. and they have two daughters; 
Taylor and Emory.   
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